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Van Gogh and Monet were painting in France, Democrat Grover Cleveland narrowly defeated Republican 
James Blaine and became the first Democratic Party President in 28 years. France was conquering Vietnam and 
the labor unions proclaimed the 8 hour work day. In Northern California, Lutherans of various nationalities 
gathered in this year of 1883 to celebrate the 400th anniversary of Martin Luther's birth.  

This potluck event served as the focal point for the first organized expression of Lutheran social ministry for 
the west coast as money was collected for a Martin Luther Children's Home.  Although the institution was 
never built, direct financial aid was provided to California orphans by the association for over 50 years.  The 
organization transitioned from the Orphan Home Association to the Lutheran Children's Friend Society and 
then to the Lutheran Child and Family Service agency.  

In 1945, the Lutheran Welfare Council of Northern California was formed "to act as a common social service 
agency for the ALC and LCA churches of the area." By 1951, the Lutheran Welfare Council could claim a 
range of programs from institutional chaplaincy, casework, material relief, and immigration to a public relations 
department that expressed the call for social reform to help the needy.
The Lutheran Welfare Service of Northern California (a name change of the Lutheran Welfare Council in 1953) 
developed an area structure of 14 distinct regions in 1955.     continuted on page 6

Lutheran Social Services of Northern California kicked off its 125th anniversary with a well attended conference 
on social ministry, Tools for Change. The conference, held at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Livermore, 
highlighted areas of need: homeless former foster youth, disaster victims, mental health, emergency services and 
financial management services.  Over one hundred individuals participated in the conference coming from as far 
away as Pacifica, as well as in the immediate area.

Both LCMS President Rev. Robert Newton and ELCA Bishop Rev. Mark Holmerud opened the conference 
with Barbara Dröher Kline, President of LSS. All of the leaders commented on the need for dialogue with the 
community rather than telling people what to do. The focus is to have the affected communities make their own 
priorities. President Newton and Bishop Holmerud shared their experiences in traveling to areas of need. They 
were moved by the resilience and hope of the suffering. Lutherans now enjoy an “outsider position”, a place 
where one can respond to the actual needs of people instead of dictating policy. The social ministry efforts will be 
enhanced as Lutherans learn to listen rather than lead.
Workshops were lead by outstanding experts in various fields: vulnerable youth, disaster planning, financial 
management, mental health, homelessness and emergency assistance. The conference was a successful event for 
social change. Attendees appreciated the hospitality and well organized event.      continuted on page 2
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 Their explanation is that they have been exposed to and 
impressed by the Lutheran vision of  social ministry and the 
Lutheran commitment to services for people who are needy.  
In this economic recession, many more individuals and families 
are experiencing economic stress combined with health issues, 
housing issues, educational issues, job training needs.  In this 
environment our work is even more noticed and called upon by 
others.  Non-profits needs are being covered by the media and 
reflect the economic challenges of  this time.  
Pressures on the social safety net are huge; your commitment and 
support is even more critical. Those of  you who are able have 
increased their donations.  LSS appreciates the support given in 
these hard times.
Our faith and hope are even more important to those who are 
losing or have lost hope.  Our light must continue to shine.

In this season of  Lent, 

 Dear Friends...
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2

Tools for Change - Continued
Conference evaluations included 
comments such as “The best 
workshop in decades”, and “Great 
to have LCMS/ELCA here together 
with both leaders.  Great lunch 
box!  Great conference today, LSS!  
Thank you for all the hard work to 
put it together!”
Final remarks included requests 
for replication in other parts of 
the state, as well as making the 
event an annual social ministry 
gathering.  Plans are underway for 
a similar conference at year’s end 
in the central valley. Participants 
left the conference with enthusiasm 
and with tools to have a positive 
impact on vulnerable populations 
in our society. LSS was pleased to 
share some of the lessons learned 
over 125 years of social ministry in 
Northern California.

LSS welcomes new Board 
members! 
Robert Bastien is a Housing 
Finance Specialist for the 
State of California and lives 
in Roseville.
Susan Thornton is a retired 
attorney and lives in San 
Ramon.
Paul Walker was elected 
the Chair of the Board of 
Directors.
Our thanks to the leadership 
of Jack Geistlinger who 
served as Board chair last 
year.

In several conversations recently, colleagues who 
are not Lutheran referred to themselves are being 
“lutheranized”! 
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Thank You for Our Valentine’s Day 
Jazz Benefit !

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
Saratoga

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
   Central Santa Clara Chapter
   North Santa Clara Chapter
South Santa Clara Chapter

Nick and Cindy Arnett
Londa and Bob Bastien
Dick and Judith Berry

Dave Birdsall
Pat Blair

Byington Winery
Camera Cinemas

Margie Casagrande
Mariam Casey
Craig Cornelius

Aileyn Ecob
Olaf Elander

Pastor Jim Freirich
Susan Hill

Ladies of Hope Lutheran Church
Marti and Jack Lundin

Janet McCloud
Joan Moren

Mt. Cross Ministries
Patrick Mullen
Nancy Nielsen
Lois Peacock
Howard Pugh

Santa Cruz County Symphony
Suzanne and Walter Schnyder

Allan Shaffer
Pastor John Sullivan

Weber Family
John Wilkins
Adriel Wong
Jo Zemke

Rev. Ron Zielske
 

Thank you to our donors!
October 1 - Jan. 31st

Service Level - ($10,000.00 + )
California - Nevada - Hawaii District, LCMS
Independence Level - ($5,000.00 + )
Miriam Casey
Estere and John Newacheck
Support Level - ($2,500.00 + )
Emmy  Anderson
Stephen Harris
St. Luke Lutheran Church,  Walnut Creek
Jean and Michael Strunsky
Affirmation Level - ($1,000.00 + )
John and Cheryl Abel
American Lutheran Church,  Woodland
Jim Beer
Patricia Blair
Calvary Lutheran Church, Modesto
Edward and Laura Daniels
Barbara and John Droher Kline
Paul and Phyllis Droher
Prudence Ducich
Ross and Gloria Edwards
Jo Ellen and Gary Eggers
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
W. and Zuzana Fawcett
First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Palo Alto
Mary Gundelach
Craig and Denise Heinselman
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
James and Donna Love
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Sacramento
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Salinas
Joe and Joy Neely
North Alameda Co. Chapter TFL
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Lafayette
Lois and Gordon Peacock
Eldon and Marlys Quast
Ann Marie and Michael Rehbein
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Granite Bay
Sierra Pacific Synod - ELCA, Oakland
St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Stockton
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lodi
Jerry Strom
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
United Lutheran Church, Oakland
Paul and Constance Walker
Robert Wohlsen



The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and 

make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 

water, whose waters never fail.” (Isaiah 58:11)

    LSS appreciates the support you have given us during these challenging 

 times. Everything in this life that we have is a sacred trust from God and your gifts  

 allow LSS to show God’s love in action. 

LSS relies on your generosity to achieve our mission of service.  
   Thank you to these donors who gave between October 1 and January 31st.
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Sustaining Level - ($500.00 + )
Kim Bennett
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Auburn
Jacqueline and Robert Boynton
Timothy and Tanya Brugh
Sue and Timothy Chou
Susan and Marcos Contreras
Frank and Rhonda Espegren
Faith Lutheran Church, Castro Valley
Betty Frischmann
Kimberly and Jonathan Hendricks
Judy and Steven Herum
Hewlett-Packard
Anthony Hill
Dimitry and Lois Holl
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Pacifica
Hope Lutheran Church, Santa Clara
Hope Lutheran Church, Daly City
Paula and Norman Knoll
Michelle Kruse
Allen and Barbara Larsen
Hector and Vona Lorenzana
Marin Lutheran Church, 
    Corte Madera
Francis McNee
Andrew Mellows
Barry and Paula Moore
William and Effie Nadell
Napa Valley Lutheran Church, Napa
New Creation Lutheran Church, 
      San Jose
Norman Olson
Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 
     Lafayette
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary,    
    Berkeley
Peace Lutheran Church, Grass Valley
Barbara Pitkin
William and Karen Rhodes
Norman Saari
Hans and Gretchen Sorensen
South Alameda County Chapter
Louise Ann Brand
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
    San Mateo
St. Philip Lutheran Church, Carmel
Linda Tarby
Susan Thornton
Betty and Gary Till

Advocacy Level - ($250.00 + )
Raymond Abernethy
American Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
Sacramento
Ascension Lutheran Church, 
     Citrus Heights
Kent Baum
Gary and Autumn Bea
Bethel Lutheran Church, Roseville
Ramona Bradley
Timothy Bridge
Eunice Childs
Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
    Church, San Jose
Wesley and Ethella Claassen
Craig and Ann Cornelius
Mary Cravens
Elim Lutheran Church, Petaluma
Faith Lutheran Church, Los Gatos
Kathy FitzGerald
La Rae Gayler
Scott Glissmeyer
Dolores Goodkind
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church,
     Pittsburg
P. Gerald Haag
Gayle Hardt
Healing Waters Wilderness Adventures
Larry and Arlene Hix
Anne and Kyle Hoffman
Hope Lutheran Church, Walnut Creek
Mike and Diana Irvin
Sophia and Samuel Kanenwisher
Grady and Ken Kase
Marjorie Khosrovi
Jill and Donald Knuth
Lynn Kohl
Lillian Kolstad
Mary Kramer
Helen and George Leong
Joan and Stephen Lockwood
Holly Lofgren
Marti and Jack Lundin
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 
     Reno
Lutheran Women's Missionary League
Mt. Diablo Zone #7  
Steve Magie
Paul and Betty McGinnis

Harvey and Elizabeth Mohrenweiser
Charles Nelson
Nancy and James Nelson
Carol and John Patterson
Roger and Jean Poff
William Primozic
Melanie Prole
Charlie and Jennifer Robert
Lester and Barbara Roberts
Lynda and Terry Roberts
P. Kempton and Christine Segerhammar
St. Mark Lutheran Church, San Francisco
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Fairfield
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Sonora
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Sacramento
St. Timothy Lutheran Church, San Jose
Dick and Shirley Stahlke
Aurella and David Swanson
James and Rebecca Thvedt
Trinity Lutheran Church, Oakland
Frederick and Patricia Wiegert
Contributors
Stanley and Lynne Abraham
Chuyoye and E. Adachi
Jack and Ruth Adolphson
Advent Lutheran Church, Citrus Heights
Wilma and George Agnew
Wendell and Darlene Alff
Barbara and Roy Allen
Kenneth and Irene Allen
Ruth Amen
Robert and Ethel Andersen
Herman and Maxine Anderson
Anonymous
Lauren and Dennis Appling
Patrick and Lillian Bailey
Edward Baker
Phillip and Janet Barnett
Richard and Nancy Bartlett
Herbert and Helen Bartz
Paul Basting
Peter and Linda Baumhefner
Judith Berry
Bethany Lutheran Church, Menlo Park
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Santa Rosa
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Sanger
Andrew Bongfeldt
Natalie Bonnewit

Kathy and Stan Booker
Earl Born
June Boudreau
Conrad and Ruth Bracklein
Ann Brannen
Clifford and Barbara Braun
Ron and Darlene Brelje
Wayne and Kathleen Brockman
Emilie and Michael Brown
Hanne and William Brummond
Florence Bryndza
Maxine Buffo
Joyce and Sterling Bundesen
Joanne Bush
Amrette Butler
Calvary Lutheran Church, Oroville
Calvary Lutheran Church, Millbrae
Calvary Lutheran Church WELCA, Rio Linda
Kent and Lynnette Campbell
Ray Carlisle
South Alameda County Chapter  TFL
La Vonne Carlsen
Katherine Carlson
Karen and Anthony Chantri
June and Darrell Chapman
Cheryl's Catering
Nancy Chorman
Christ the Victor Lutheran Church, Fairfax
Axel and Ardith Christensen
Richard and Karen Clark
Coastside Lutheran Church, Half Moon Bay
Karen Cogan
Michael and Joanne Condie
James and Linda Cosmot
Jonathan Coyne
Bethany Lutheran Church, Menlo Park
Lonelle Crawford
Dorothy Crum
Pat Daily
Ramona and Charles Davenport
Jon and Esther Dechow
Anita DeJarlais
Mary Dolven
Rose Dong
Peter Dow
Donna and Robert Duensing
Alvina Eck
Barbara and Thomas Edmunds
Olaf and Theresa Elander



  OurDonors   (continued from previous page)
Wish List

Bus Passes
 for youth transportation

Gift Certificates for food and 
clothing

Summer Camp scholarships for 
Bernal Heights youth

Housewares for homeless
 families moving into housing

    
         New bedding for twin beds
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Bente Ellis
Emanuel Lutheran Church 
Women,
      Modesto
Epiphany Lutheran Church, 
     San Leandro
Donald and Elizabeth Erfert
Faith Lutheran Church, 
     Fair Oaks
Faith Lutheran Church, Pioneer
Brian Farmer
Chris Farnitano
William and Katherine Faust
Tony and Nancy Filardo
Ruth and Bernard Finkelstein
First English Lutheran Church,
      Sacramento
Lorents and Jean Flak
Fogarty Winery
John and Jean Forbes
Jay and Julie Ford
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
      San Mateo
Dorothy Forsythe
Eleanor and Gerald Franklin
Donald and Dorotha Franze
Kay Freeman
James and Jessica Friedrich
Agnes Frincke
John and Cheryl Frykman
Barbara Garman
Florentine Geier
Jack and Judith Geistlinger
Alice Gerland
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 
     Carmichael
Gregory Geyer
David Gilfoyle
Kristine and Michael Golomb
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
     Church, Hayward
Good Shepherd Women of 
     the ELCA, Sacramento
Ethel Goolsby
Sylvia Gott
Grace Lutheran Church, 
     Grass Valley
Grace Lutheran Church, 
     Palo Alto
Grace Lutheran Church,
      Lincoln
Ernest Gravatt
Judith and Robert Greenwalt
Larry Griffith
Marilyn Grimstad
Richard and Eileen Grindeland
Clarice and T. Emerson Gunning
Tanya Guptill
Jerry and Marilyn Guthrie
Lyn and Randal Hackett
Roger and Ruth Hall
Eileen and Robert Hanebutt
Arnold Hansen
Barbara Hansen
Michael Hanson
Delores Harkin
Jone and George Harms
Mary Ann and Gordon Harris
Kathleen Harrison
William Hartrick
Linda and James Harvey
Nancy Heastings
Linda Hendrickson
John Herrmann
Faith Lutheran Church,
    Fair Oaks
Donald and Lois Hickson
Pamela and Fred Hill

Carl and Triss Hoppman
Sherris and Robert Howard
Loretta Hughes
Darrell Humphrey
Immanuel Lutheran Church,
      Eureka
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
     Los Altos
Theodore and Betty Iverson
Shirley Jaeger
Charles and Linda Jahn
Paul and Arlene Janke
Marjorie and John Jencks
Anna and Darrel Jensen
Eugene and Judith Jewell
Lowell and Judy Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Sally and Steven Johnson
Mirriam and Everett Jones
Nanette Jones
Ramona and Robert Jones
Maria and Peder Jorgensen
Robert and Margaret Karlstad
Mae and Wilber Kaven
Nelda Kilguss
David Killian
Roberta and William Klaproth
Walter and Anne Kletke

Lois and Dimitry Holl
Norm Holt
Holy Shepherd Lutheran 
     Church, Orinda
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
     Women, San Carlos
Richard and Marlene Hopper

Carl Hillberg
Don and Marie Hilliard
Katherine Hohbach
Lynn and John Holbrook
Robin Holbrook

Walter and Mo Wan Ko
Phillip and Virginia Kohlmeyer
John and Eva Kristiansen
Olive and Dale Kuethe
Gary and Hilda Kurowski
Judith and Nick Larsen
Luana Larson
Bob Lee
Beatrice Leppek
Ruth Lesher
William and Kim Lewis
Liberty Mutual
J. Robert and Marilynn Lindahl
William and Ruthann Lockman
Christine and Daniel Logan
Lutheran Church of Our 
     Redeemer, Sacramento
Lutheran Church of the Good 
     Shepherd, Burlingame
James Maher
Karin and Don Mai
David Mallery
Lisa and Mike Mancini
Noel Marsh
James and Ellen Martin
Marilyn and Edward Mays
Glenn and Diane McGeoch
Joanne and Walter McRae
Mildred McWilliams
Martha Meyer
Paul and Catherine Meyer
Ken Mikulasek
Virginia and Alfred Mills
W. and E. Moats
Gary and Gloria Mohr
June Moriarty
Nona Morley

Ray and Betty Morris
Mountain Lutheran Mission, 
      Groveland
William Mowson
Marla and Dale Mueller
Emmett Murphy
John and Mary Nasstrom
Michael Neeley
Nina and Charles Nelson
Rosella and David Newton
Carole and Larry Noerenberg
Paul and Erna Nore
Martha Oehler
Ann and Pete Oliver
Agnes and Virgil Olson
Amel and Lois Olson
Andrew and Janelle Olson
Stanley and Mary Lou Olson
Donald Ostrus
Marion Ottilie
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Sparks
Maybelle Padgett
Jean Palo
Peninsula Home Services, Inc.
Aubrey and Lois Penman
David Peters
Ellen Peterson
Richard and Dorothy Peterson
Janet Pfeifer
Norman and Dorothy Pfotenhauer
Norma Phelan
Lorraine and Warren Possin
David and Lois Preisinger
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Saratoga
Rudolph and Irene Ramseth
Catherine and Kenneth Ramsey
Diane Rapport
Redeemer Lutheran Church LWML, 
            Redwood City
Merritt and Doris Redick
Joan and Twain Reed
William and Elizabeth Reed
Donald and Eloise Renelle
Martha and Michael Renner
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Oakland
Barbara Reynolds
Wyatt and Anne Ritchie
Ann and Rodney Rogers
Doris Rubsam
Hope Russell
Warren and Thyra Russell
Clarine Ryan
Elnida Sabol
Saron Lutheran Church, Escalon
John and Hazel Sartori
Greg and Gwen Schaefer
Pam Schaefer
Philip Scharnitzke
Our Savior Lutheran Church, Livermore
Ursula and Karl Schroeder
Sarah and Anthony B. Schuler
Flora Schultz
Susan Scott
Carole Setzer
Arthur and Juliana Shultz
Paul Shumaker
Betty Sifferman
Lorraine Soares
Edwin and Janice Sohn
Florence Soldahl
Karen Spengler
Billie and Darrell Spitzer
St. James Lutheran Church, Newman
St. Luke Lutheran Church, Sacramento
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Oakland
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Auburn
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Vallejo
John and Gretchen Wanless

Judith and Jerry Steenhoven
Henrietta Steinke
Brian and Mary Stein-Webber
Rosalind Stewart
Audrey Strand
Lauren and Elizabeth Styles
Rev. John Sullivan
Cornelia Taylor
L. Michael Telleen
Barbara Tenorio
Evelyn and Ray Ternstrom
Thanksgiving Lutheran Church
Paul and Noriko Thomas
William and Elaine Werner
Robert and Beatrice Wessels
Roger and Eva Westberg
Ann and Philip Wettersten
W. John and Faye Williams
Betty Windsor
Carol and George Withers
Nancy and Duaine Worden
Sigrid Wright
Gloria and Donald Yost
Dorcas Ann and Jesse Yow
Thomas Yurka
William and Edna Zemke
Don Zepp
Rev. Ron and Marian Zielske
Donna and Paul Zimmerman
Zion Lutheran Church, San Francisco
Ralph Zschoernig

Sandra and Ernie Thompson
Walter and Ione Tietjen
Town & Country Lutheran Church, 
Sacramento
Trinity Lutheran Church, Pleasanton
United Lutheran Church WELCA, Oakland
Clark and Nancy Vandell
Pearl and William Vannet
Marlena and Moises Vega
John and Betty Von Dollen
Ray and Lynn Waespi
Kathleen and Greg Wallace
Mike Wallau
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40% of the people comprising California’s homeless  population are 
former foster youth.
Within two to four years after  
aging out of California’s foster care system,
•	 Over 50% of youth are unemployed;
•	 Close to 40% of youth receive public assistance;
•	 Approximately 25% of youth will experience homelessness.

In memory of:               Donor
Rosalie Abernethy      Raymond Abernethy
Laura Ajax                 Ron Zielske
Barbara Arfsten          Kay J. Freeman
Irene Braun                Clifford J. Braun
Frank Crum               Dorothy Crum
T. Emerson Gunning Clarice Gunning
Joyez S. Hansen         Arnold H. Hansen
Walter McRae            Joanne L. McRae
Eric Pihl                     James A. Martin
Dot Redick                Merritt D. Redick
Marilyn & Janin         Robert H. Wessels
  Rodriquez    
John Somerhausen      Martha H. Oehler                     
William M. Vannet     Pearl Vannet           
Verna Wegner             Sylvia E. Gott

 Tribute Fund
In honor of:                  Donor
Kathryn Ann and Phil          Flora Schultz
     Henderson Ford
Karen and Greg Gayler        La Rae Gayler
Pastor and Mrs. Jack            Luana Larson
     Geistlinger                       
Timothy and Christopher    Marti Lundin
     Lesher
Diane Metz                          Karen L. Spengler
Molly, Miller and                 Marti Lundin
      Madeline Mouw
Lois Peacock                        Delores E. Harkin
Saoirse R. Thompson           Anonymous

From 1971 until January 1978 Pastor Joseph (Joe) Belgum served as the Executive Director.Two additional 
service areas were established in Bakersfield and inNevada, raising the total areas to 16.  In 1975, the fall of 
Saigon and influx of Indochinese refugees led to the initiation of a major program effort for the agency in 
conjunction with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. In the late 1970s, a restructuring of the agency 
into the present six areas laid the groundwork for LSS' development into its present form and size.

In 1978, Richard D. Stahlke became the President and Chief Executive Officer.  In the years that followed, 
LSS secured contracts for home management training, transitional housing, child abuse prevention and 
substance abuse prevention services.  Turning Point Women's Center was developed in San Jose, providing 
a range of programs that included counseling, support groups, and services to women reentering the 
community after incarceration. Immigration and refugee services continued through June 1994. During 
the early 1990s an emphasis emerged for LSS in the form of services to people with AIDS.  In 1996 money 
management programs became a major focus and a foundation for other support services for vulnerable 
individuals and families, such as case management and housing.
On October 1, 2003, Barbara Dröher Kline became the first woman President and CEO of LSS.  As a former 
program manager in 1984 and 1985, she has a historical agency perspective, as well as experience in the public 
sector in local government in California and in Minnesota. LSS responded to the growing homelessness 
challenge by increasing permanent and transitional supportive housing programs in Stockton, Concord and 
Sacramento. LSS is one of the largest nonprofit providers of supportive housing programs for former foster 
youth. 
 
Proud of its historic ability to respond to current needs, LSS continues to research and implement valuable 
social service programs. LSS is proud to be part of the rich tradition of Lutheran social ministry. 

125 Years of Social Ministry - continued
In 1966 a major assimilation was effected with the merger of the Lutheran Child and Family Service and the 
Lutheran Welfare Service into the Lutheran Social Services of Northern California to serve the combined 
ALC, LCA and LC-MS constituencies.  The combined agency maintained the programs of its predecessor 
organizations and created local counseling centers with more community services.  Reverend A. E. (Steve) 
Syverud, Executive Director of the Lutheran Welfare Service since 1955, was the first president of the newly 
formed organization and who served until 1970. 



  Lutheran Social Services is proud to present 
  An Evening with Garrison Keillor on Tuesday, 
  September 22, 2009 at Sacramento’s 
  Memorial Auditorium.

  Your help is needed to make this evening a joyful 
  experience. Allan Shaffer is the chair of this event
  and he is looking forward to your participation.  

  Assistance is needed with sponsor contacts and   
  with advertising for the event program.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

  SAVE THE DATE... Sept. 22, 2009 

An Evening With Garrison Keillor

Get the best seats now! Major sponsorships are available 
now and range in levels from $50,000 to $250.  Benefits include 
a variety of opportunities for visibility, such as inclusion in display 
advertising in local newspapers, your display ad in the event 
program, your name on the on-site sponsor signage, and mentions 
in newsletters distributed electronically to a targeted audience of 
3,000.  Sponsors also receive premium seats and invitations to 
a private reception. Major sponsors can meet Garrison Keillor 
following his presentation. Churches are encouraged to become 
sponsors. The ticket price only covers the cost of the performance. 
Your sponsorship will raise funds for the LSS social ministry 
mission.

Your sponsorship is important to the people we serve. Your 
support will ensure a successful celebration of the compassionate 
care and faithful service provided to so many for 125 years. 
Your participation will make this a signature event for the 
Lutherans in Northern California. Please save the date and get 
your friends organized to attend. Preferred tickets can be ordered 
now for sponsors. For additional sponsorship information, 
contact Allan Shaffer at alshaffer@sbcglobal.net or Susan Hill at 
925.825.1060x17, shill@lssnorcal.org.

A big thank you to Rev. Ron Zielske and his committee for an 
outstanding job in promoting ticket sales to the Lutheran churches. 
Individual tickets can be ordered with a pre-sale code (4LSS) 
for LSS supporters at the Sacramento Convention Center, www.
sacramentoconventioncenter.com, 916.808.5181.
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Lutheran Social Services of Northern California is bringing Garrison Keillor, radio host and 
world- renowned creator of Prairie Home Companion to the Sacramento Memorial Auditorium 
on Tuesday, September 22, 2009.  LSS is presenting Garrison Keillor in celebration of our 125th 
anniversary as an event to bring the Lutheran community together to raise funds for services 
provided to former foster youth, families and vulnerable individuals. 

Compassion Champion  
$25,000+

     Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans

Hope Builder  $10,000+
      Capital Public Radio

      Brad Johnson

Care Advocate $5000+
      Sierra Pacific Synod, ELCA

Sustaining Supporter $2500+
      Stephen  Harris

Service Advocate  $1000+
      Supervisor Roger Dickinson

      Ann Marie and Dr. Michael Rehbein
     Think HR

Constance and Paul Walker
   

Shelter Makers  $500+
      Paul and Norman Knoll

Keillor Korral $250+
Robert Bastien

      Beverly Cormelius
      Rev. Don Haven & Cindy Carroll
      Jerry Glenn and Susan Hitchcock

      Judy and Eugene Jewell
      Anna Lee
      Bill Maki

      Rich Mullenbach
      Juliana and Arthur Schultz

      Sharon Seegmiller
Rev. Ron Zielske

Join this list of
SPONSORS!



Lutheran Social Services responds when people are vulnerable because of  homelessness, mental illness, drug addiction or disaster. 
Providing support services and compassionate guidance, we help individuals and families to stabilize their lives and become self-sufficient.

988 Oak Grove Road
Concord, CA  94518

                  

 Calendar

   May       Luncheon for current and former Board 
               to celebrate the 125th  anniversary
   June       Meeting of the Board of Directors
                 Phonathon to Friends of LSS
   July        Keillor tickets go on sale to the general 
                 public
   
   August    Deadline for Sponsorship and Program 
                 Ads
 
   September 22nd - Keillor Performance

Your Will Be Done
There is a reason why the main estate-planning document that is 
used to distribute one’s assets at death is called a “will”. This single 
word encases the wishes of the deceased. Your intention is expressed 
– will you leave a legacy of caring for others by including Lutheran 
Social Services?
Do you have a valid, up-to-date will in place? LSS has helpful 
information we will send you free of charge. It includes important 
information about estate planning. You may contact Susan Hill at 
925.825.1060x17, shill@lssnorcal.org or visit our website to request a 

copy or have more information sent to you.

Through a charitable bequest in your will or living trust, you can ensure that Lutheran Social Services will keep 
its doors open for another one hundred years. This thoughtful act, which has little or no current financial impact 
on you, may result in the largest and most lasting one-time gift you ever make to enhance our world. You can 
also transfer cash, stock or real estate to a charitable trust which distributes annual payments to you for life. This 
trust will never pay capital gains tax on the sale of  appreciated assets and will provide you with an immediate 
charitable income tax deduction and ensure a future gift to Lutheran Social Services of  Northern California.
Our Legacy Circle of  Love provides lifetime recognition to donors who have included Lutheran Social Services
in their estate plan. All you need to do is tell LSS that your plan is in place and you are in the Legacy Circle.
For more information, contact Susan Hill, 925.825.1060x17 or visit www.lssnorcal.org and click on “Giving and 
Support” then “Planned Giving.”
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